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DON'T MISS F.O.N. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1935 

MAY 24 - 26 
McMASTER UNIVERSITY 

Hosted by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 


******************** 


The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conser¬ 
vation and appreciation of our natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly 
from September to May inclusive, and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor 
field events are scheduled for every month, and a complete listing for the 
entire season may be obtained from the membership director. 
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FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS CONFERENCE 1985 


I hope that most club members are by now aware that we will be hosting this 
years Federation of Ontario Naturalists Conference. Our committee has put 
together a strong programme, which is, in brief outline;- 

FRIDAY, MAY 24 th 
Afternoon 


SATURDAY MAY 25th 

Illustrated talks - 


11:15 Crawford Lake Indian Village Gary Hutton 

Owls-more than a full time job-K.&L. McKeever 
19th Cent. Botanical Exploration 
of Southern Ontario Dr. Pringle 

1:30 Conserving Carolinian Forests John Ambrose 
What Dick & Jane Aren't Learing 
in School Johnny Biosphere 

R.B.G. & Nature Reserves Paterson/Rice 

3:00 Photo Salon 
2:45-5:30 

Field Trips to- Cootes Paradise by Canoe 
R.B.G. Northshore Trails 


Field Trips to;-Canadian Centre for Inland Waters 
Cootes Paradise by canoe 
R.B.G. South Shore Trails 
F.O.N. Annual Business Meeting (7;00 p.ra. 

Film - A Success Story by Jack Carey 


Early morning bird walk (6;00 a.m.) 

8:45 The Bruce Trail, role in preserving the 


Niagara Escarpment 
Hawk Migration & Identification 
The Blackfly 

9;50 Dundas Valley 

Acid Rain Update 
Flora of Hal ton County 


Doug Robertson 
Duncan/Cherriere 
Dr. Davies 

Brian Laing 

Maury Mason(Greenpeace) 
Bill Crins 


7:00 Banquet 

8:30 Keynote Presentation 

SUNDAY MAY 26th 

Field Trips - Dawn Chorus in Beverly 
Early morning birdwalk 
Spooky Hollow 
Short Hills 
Crawford Lake 
Architecture & Nature 
Grassie Tupelo Swamp 
Dundas Valley 
Highlights of R.B.G. 


The full detailed programme has been published and distributed in the Winter 
edition of Seasons (the F.O.N. Magazine) and copies are available on request. 
Please call myself or any member of the executive and you will get a copy. 

There will be an article in the Spring issue of Seasons promoting the Hamilton 
area, and, we hope, inspiring readers to register. There will also be a special 
edition of The Wood Duck issued to coincide with the convention, and all club 
members' & registrants will receive one. 

We willf. need some more volunteers from the club to assist in a variety of tasks, 
some off them mundane, and most of them as yet, unidentified. 

Since (this is a profit opportunity for the club (we get half of any profit) the 
more registrants the better. While this is in part a chance for out of townera 

(continued next page) 
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OUR LOCAL STREAM FIS HES 

(Part 1 of a 3-part series) by George A. Coker 

Something that has interested me for a long time in the life which exists 
oelow the sunace or our streams, rivers, and lakes. Unfortunately, aquatic 
wildlife is not so easily observed as one would observe birds, I've always 
been sort of envious of birders who can practice their hobby practically any- 
where ana at anytime, while I have to use skin diving or scuba equipment, or 
use nets and traps to see aquatic wildlife although sometimes if the water is 
clear and shallow, I can creep along the edge of streams to catch a glimpse of 
some fish among the plants. 

Streams happen to be my favourite aquatic system. They supply a variety 
of habitats, each of which has its own set of species. 

In the headwaters, streams are small and are usually made up of a series 
o.l pools and rifrles. The pools will have an almost totally different set of 
species than the riffles area. Some animals which live in the riffles are 
designed to hide between or under rocks to avoid the current, others have 
specialized body shapes or equipment which allow them to withstand or move about 
in the current, while strict pool inhabitants have no such adaptations. 

Farther downstream, the pools become more predominant and the animals 
more and more are those species found in lakes. The theory is that species are 
generally added as you travel downstream. For example, you may find that one 
or two species of fish are predominant in the headwaters, while farther down¬ 
stream those some species are present in smaller numbers and. others have been 
added. This same trend can be observed with aquatic insects,plants, etc. 

Water quality also effects the species composition. For example, muddy 
and/or warm water streams will have a somewhat different set of species than 
clear and/or cold water streams. These factors are in turn determined by the 
type of soil, vegetation, water depth, tree cover, current speed, land use,etc. 

The stream habitat is very old. Lakes fill in over time and disappear, 
out stream systems usually remain even though the direction, water quality, 
climate, etc., may change; therefore, many of the organisms which live in 
streams are "living fossils". Evolutionarily speaking, this is because lakes 
are "dead end" while stream systems are not. 


_ , Now that I' V e quickly covered streams in general, I'll launch into the 

local fish habitat and fish identification. 

Over the years, I've collected a lot of fish in a lot of streams and 
shore areas of Ontario and Quebec, and one thing that really stands out is 
that no two streams are identical in their fish populations. These differences 
are caused by variations in habitats and the availability of access for new 
species to invade a stream system. 


We are living in the midst of the most diverse fish fauna in Canada. This 
is mainly because of our close proximity to the great diversity of fishes found 
m the U.S.A., and the type of habitat found in Southern Ontario. Over the last 
ten years, the number of new species entering Canada from the States has been 
about 6ne per year. The number of fish species now in Canada is over 200. 


My favourite stream in the Hamilton area is Twenty Mile Creek, which 
flows over Ball's Falls and into Jordan Harbour. Tljis creek has an abundance 
oj. fish, amphibians, insects and plant species. I've found about twenty fish 
species in the section of creek above the escarpment and seven additional 
species below. Jordan Harbour also has many species and is probably a major 
spawning area for fish from Lake Ontario, 


Just to give you an idea of the types of fish which can be found in a 
single creek, hei'e is a list of the fish species I have found in Twenty Mile 
Creek; . . 

(continued next page) 
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1984 PH ENOL OGIOAL SUMMARY 

by Ron Hepworth 

The major feature of the 1983-84 winter season was the unusually mild weather 
in mid-February. It appeared as though Spring was beginning in early February, 
in fact, frost was pretty well, out of the ground by Feb. 24* Some of the early 
migrants had already returned before winter returned with a snowy vengeance on 
Feb. 27. 

Overall, February was 4.1°C above normal, the warmest since 1954 and the 
third warmest since 1882. By contrast, March was 2.6 C below normal, the coolest 
since I960. The final Spring thaw didn't begin until Mar. 14, or about 18 days 
later than normal. Ice was breaking up on the Bronte Creek on Mar. 21, about 15 
days later than average. 

More normal weather conditions persisted during April allowing the growing 
sequence to advance to near normal by the end of the month. Flowering dates 
were generalljr a few days late through May as in 1983. Hot weather in early June 
advanced the season to slightly early by July although some species apparently 
failed to catch up. Soil conditions were generally wet favouring hordes of mos¬ 
quitoes by early July. 

It was also evident by this time that most trees were heavily fruited in¬ 
cluding beech, hickory, walnut, oak and conifers. A possible reason for this 
may have involved the mild winter of 1981-82 since some fruiting wood is formed 
2 years in advance. 


Summer and fall flowers were generally earlier than last year or near the 
average date. The peak of autunln color occurred about mid-October and the woods 
were mostly bare by Oct. 30. Blooming of Witch Hazel was somewhat later than 
normal with most blooms finished about Dec. 3* However, a few blooms lingered 
at Sheridan Park right up to late December. 

The table below includes the 1984 flowering record for the two areas of 
Bronte Creek south of Upper Middle Rd. and the Sheridan Park groenbelt in Miss¬ 
issauga. 1984 flowering dates at Sheridan Park averaged about 1.4 days later 
than at Bronte, (l.l days in May and 1.7 days in June] Dates which have been 
estimated or interpolated are followed by 'E'. 


Fir st F lowering Dates, For, Spe cies Observed i n 1 984 . 


Species 

Bronte Sh.Pk. 

Sp_ecies, 

Bronte 

Sh.Pk. 


APRIL 



APRIL 

Coltsfoot 


9 

Bloodroot 

25 


Silver Maple 

8 

9 

Purple Cress 

25/26 


Hepatica 

11/12 


Early Saxifrage 

26 


Beaked Hazelnut(pollen) 

I 2/13 


Forsythia Spp 

27/28 


Buffaloberry 

13/14E 


Dandelion (in open) 

28/29 

25 

American Elm 

15 


Wild Strawberry 


27 

Scilla (in woods) 

16/17 


Penn. Sedge (pollen) 


25/26 

Chinese Elm (pollen) 

18 


Weeping Willow 


28E 

Blue Cohosh 

20 


White Trillium 

29/30 

29 

Narrow Spring Beauty 

20 

22/23 

Wood Rush 


30 

Slippery Elm 

22/23 


Sugar Maple 

30 


Wild Ginger 

22/23 


Shepherd's Purse 

30E 


Yellow Trout Lily 

22/23 

26 

Dog Violet 


May 1 

Red Maple 

25 

25 

Jack-in-the-pulpit 

30/1 

May 3 


(continued on next page) 
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First Flowering Dates (cont'd) 


Species 

Bronte Sh.Pk. 

Species. 

Bronte 

Sh.Pk, 


JUNE 



JULY 

Canada Thistle 


25 

Large-leaved Aster 

22E 

23 

Purple Loosestrife 

26/27 


Teasel 


23 

Queen Anne's Lace 

29E 

30E 

Indian Tobacco 


25 

Common Mullein 

30 


Common Burdock 


26 

Enchanter's Nightshade 


30 

Joe-pye Weed 


27/28 


JJJ1Y 




AUG. 

Fringed Loosestrife 


2 

Grass-loaved Goldenrod 


7/8 

Hairy Wil.iow Herb 


2 

Canada Goldenrod 


12 

Jowelweed 


4/5 

Arrow-leaved Aster 


16 

American Basswood 

4 

7 

Common Ragweed 


18 

Virginia Creeper 

5/6 

6/7 

Calico Aster 


20 

Common Agrimony- 

8 


Dwarf Goldenrod 


24 

Lops eed 

8/9 


New England Aster 


26 

Blue Vervain 

10 

11 

Beggar's Ticks 

26E 

27E 

Wild Bergamot 

10 


Zig-zag Goldenrod 


Sept.80 

Early Goldenrod 


13 

Beochdrops 


Sept. 12 

Helleborine (in shade) 


17 

Heath Aster 


Sept, 17 


+ 4 

■ + + + 

+ + + + 




Firs t ^irp oarancQ . Records,, of Fau nft Observed in 1934 


Species 

Bronte Area 

Sheridan Park 

Western Chorus Frog 

Apr. 1 

Apr. 2 

Spring Peeper Frog 

Apr. 6 


Garter Snake 


Apr. 11 

Mourning Cloak Butterfly 


Aj^r. 12 

Suckers running near Lake Ont. 

Apr. 16 


Water Stridors 

Apr. 20 


American Toad 

Apr. 26 


E. Tent Caterpillar (eggs hatch) 

Apr. 29E 

none soon 

Bumblebee flying 

May 6 


Gray Treefrog 

May 10 


June beetle 

May 22 


Spittlebug 


May 25 

Crickets singing 

June 7 


Cicada singin 

June 11 



TRIPREPORT.,. Workshop at Spooky ffofirow (continued) 

headed toward us but not for long! The driver and his ride were ordered to 
stop - shut off the motor and dismount; required to push the machine out to 
the Main Road at the front of the property, thoroughly lectured, names and 
addresses recorded, and the whole matter was turned over to the Club Lawyer, 

We asked that "no prosecution" be made but wished to have the Ontario Provincial 
Police at Simcoe follow up with a visit to the parents of these mid-teenagers. 

The police did so - the parents were very receptive - and we feel that the Police 
handled it very well(as outlined in a letter to our Lawyei~) , and we wrote 
thanking them for their co-operation. 

Motorized vehicles in our sanctuaries are destructive to the trails and ■ 
walkways, and we hope that "moccasin communication" will serve to lessen this 
nuisance. 


Marion S, Shivas, Sanctuary Director. 
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Botanizing with George Myers (continued) 

(Ont. Hwy.#20), on the west side of Kalar Road is being converted to auto 
wrecking yards and trailer parks! The second site, south of Hwy.#20 <on the 
east side of Kalar Road, is being traw&furmed into residential housing. 

The third site is in the least danger from man, but the plants are being 
shaded. It is a poorly drained Pin and Swamp Oak forest south of a H.E.P.C, 
poxtfer line and north of the Michigan Central marshalling yard. Oldfield Road 
runs east-west through the middle of this woodlot and along it, locals dump 
garbage and abandon autos. I have had two specimens (transplants) of this 
species in my garden for at least a decade. In 1974, I germinated seed and 
mailed the seedling to Point Pelee National Park for re-introduction. I don't 
know the status of those seedlings. In November 1983, I showed the Guelph 
gang (Dr. Ambrose et al.) this greenbrier and they collected seed and specimens, 
I don't know their status either. 

Umbrella Magnolia, Magnolia tripetala ; 

In Niagara Falls on the east side of Dorchester Road south of Lundys 
Lane, one residence (#2150) stands out because it is shaded by native trees, 
including Cucumger Magnolia and Sycamore. On an empty lot on the south side 
stands a declining (from old age) and suckering Umbrella Magnolia. It fruits 
abundantly and several neighbours have offspring, I have a rather lusty one 
in my yard and it too produces seedlings. 

Durand Oak, Quercus d urandii; 

North of Murray Street on the west side of the Niagara Parkway in Queen 
Victoria Park is a tree labelled White Oak, Q. a'lba . 

Nutmeg Hickory, Carya Myristicaeformis ; 

A bit to the south, in front of the restaurant and next to a Cucumber 
Magnolia is a tree labelled Bitternut Hickory, C. cordiformis . 

I can only speculate how these southern U.S. plants got to Niagara Falls. 
Perhaps when the Niagara Parks system was being developed, no Canadian nurseries 
could supply native material and so they were ordered from America, perhaps 
South Carolina where both these uncommon species are near the northern peri¬ 
phery of their ranges, I have been unable to obtain fruit from either plant 
for propagation purposes because squirrels and/or tourists get them first. 

Pecan, Carya illinoensi s; 

In old restored Niagara on the Lake next to an apothecary grows a Pecan, 

Ir memory serves me, it is at the intersection of Queen and Regent streets. 
Another Pecan grows on the west side of Ontario St. north of the Q.E.W.freeway, 
just north of the Beamsville Pumping Station in the town of Lincoln. This plant 
is very accessible because this is interchange #64. Several more grow at the 
Vineland Experimental Station on the west side of Victoria Ave.(P.S. Another 
dig at institutional labelling: a Shellbark Hickory, c. laciniosa at Vineland 
is labelled Shagbark Hick ory, C. ovata.) 

Whitebark Pine, Pinus albicauli s; 

UfflabelLed, and highly visible from the intersection of Victoria Ave., 
and the North Service Rd. is a 10 meter high specimen of this Rocky Mountain 
White Pine at the Vineland Station. 

Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponerosa ; 

Several 20 meter high specimens of this western Yellow Pine grow in the 
front and behind the Lundy House, a gift shop in Niagara Falls on the south side 
of Lundys Lane just west of the Q.E.W. 

******************* 

FIVE YEAR SETS OF "THE ONTARIO FIELD BIOLOGIST" 

There are currently available a limited number of sets of the last 12 issues of 
‘'The Ontario Field Biologist", from December, 1977 to December, 1902. These 
sets are available ror $20,00 each, 20% less than if bought individually. This 
i-ive year set contains 46 articles and 29 general notes on the natural history 
of Ontario, both interesting reading and an invaluable reference. Those inter¬ 
ested should send cheques to The Ontario Field Biologist, c/o R Gray 195 
Glengarry Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5M 1E1 
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Aaqq X'pun sauqxaaoqs aqq Aoppoq Aaqq ‘aaqBA qo saxpoq agaaq ssoao oq quuq 
onqaa aaa sqaBq sy "saqBq qaaag axp qo saaoqs aqq aaqunooua Aaqq XT^un ‘oaqanft 
uaaqsaA puo oqaBquo uaaqqaou raoaq qqnos aAora sxABq SuxqaaSxra C XX°J uq 1 } U J 

■uoqqoqs 

guxpuoq ,,sqq u Suxuubui XI C J sqx u q puaqaaA AaaAa qsora puu uoqqBOBA qo qaaA b 
qSBaq qo guxpuads ‘saaaA g aoq paAqoAuq uaaq suq aonaq 'saraqq qo spuBsnoqq 
paquadaa uaaq suq oqaBuaos sqqq ‘qqqqo qaBH qu sauaA 8X ao J II B 5 AaaAg 

'uozqaoq aqq Suxuubos pus sauqq 
pxxq qqoq aqq oq pauanqaa aonaq puu aoop aqq qno paraaoqun passaqaa sua paqq 
aqq ‘uaqaq BqBp aqq i a§Branqd aqq puo spap aqq qo anoqoo aqq paqoaqo aq ‘(suoqoq 
aqq SuqpqoAB)sSaq s ( paqq aqq oq AqqqSpq Suqpqoq ‘uaqq tSuxa aqq qo qqSuaq 
aqq paansoara aq i sSaq sqq qo auo oq puoq aqq pexpqo aq ‘paqq aqq SuqqoBaqxa 
‘ (saquos aqq raoaq ubo aqq SupSuoq) paqq aqq paqSxaM. aq ‘qnq aqq oq guquanqag; 
‘SuqqSSnaqs squaAaad puo qaqnb paqq aqq sdaaq qopqMi ‘ubo xooqapuqxAo b oquq 
‘qsaxq poaq ‘qq paddqqs aonaq ‘qau aqq Kioaq paqq aqq 2uxAapaqaa aaqqv 

•qaoq aqq aAaqaqaa oq qnq aqq qo qno paqqmuaos ajq ’paqqttoo aqq qo quoaq uq 
‘AqaAxqoaqoad ‘poaads sb/a qoqq qau qsqra aqq oquq qqSqa Aaqq'”'puo dooas X Bu qq 
sqq apnra qq sb sSuxa sqq qas qaoq aqx 'qAoq sqqq aoq Aaad aqoqadoaddB aaora 
sq ‘aspA-azps ‘qoqqa paxqwoo b qqxA qaoq aqq^paAoqdn aonag ‘saaqara uqqqqw 
araoo aqdaoqs aqq uaqf>i *uaas uaaq qsoq poq xioaSqd aqq aaaqA qods aqq aoq auxq 
-aaq B apora xj ab q aqq ‘qqSqqq raopuoa aaora ou : snoauBquoqsuq sba uoqqooaa s,qj 
"araqq qsaxq aqq uoagqd aqq uaas poq qABq aqq - Aaossaoau Aqquaa qjUSBA ‘aaA 3 Aoq 
‘3nq puooas aqx ’punoaS aqq oq pauanqaa puo paaaqqnqq qq uxbSb Saxo aqq oquq 
qq paqx n< i uunag ‘papuoq qq so uoos sy "qqaoa oq xpoq Aqqqos papuaosap qq so 
Aqpqdoa paaaqqnqq qq puo axo aqq oquq qq paqx n(i sqxjx "spaqq u qqoq u ano qo 
auo ‘uoagqd b uo ssauasq aaqqoaq axp oq paqooqqB auxq b uo paggnq aonag ‘Abab 
saaqara 00£ sba qq uaqw ’qBara b aoq guqqoaBas Aqraopuoa ‘qqaoq puo qooq paAora 
qq ‘guqpqqg pus SuqddBqq * qABH pauuqqs-daoqg b ‘aaqxdqoov qqoras b sba qq 
aas pqnoo aA araqq sqqq Ag ‘paqq aqq Aq qoooadds aasoqo b aoq Aoqqo oq qqo 
oqaq aq ‘rasBxsnqqua aoqAou Ara qo SuqqSnoq JqABq aqq qoBaqqo oq paqq u qqBq tl aqq 
Aaq oq aonag paSoanooua puo quaraaqqoxa aqq X 33 ? PX no ° I "d ? 0 3 XT al aaqaonb o 
Axuo qoxpooA aqq paaoaxo qq so ‘Aog 'Abab aaora ao aqqra D ‘uozqaoq aqq xio qop 
aaara b so paaoaddB qq aouqs qABq aqq guqqoqoA uaaq poq (1 puo uooung aonag) 
aA ‘qosqs aqq punoa Aba jquq 6 una qoqq qqqs qouq-oAq aqq qo qno 3uqaaag 

uqxipng x]oxg Aq 

Idfl5‘3lMVH XV Ava V 
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A Day at Hawk Clif f (continued) 

sides (east, north and south); these are bow nets - when a bird is in range 
on the ground (having been lured down by a bait bird), a trigger in the hut, 
worked by one’s foot, releases a semicircle of metal with mesh net attached 
which springs over the bird entrapping it. On the east side, as well, is 
the mist net - about 10 meters long and 2 wide, made of a very fine nylon mesh 
that is very difficult to see. There are bait birds, on lines, for each trap. 
(The bait birds are fairly well protected with leather harnesses; also, they 
are changed regularly; any bird that has an encounter with a hawk is changed 
immediately, regardless of whether it was injured or not - I was impressed 
with the care Bruce took of these birds, giving them ns much consideration as 
the hawks.) 

When I arrived, the winds were out of the southwest and Bruce was anti¬ 
cipating a poor flight. However, the hawks were moving - slowly but consis¬ 
tently; what wasn't banded had to be counted so there was always a need to be 
on the watch. One of our first encounters, luckily, was a Peregrine Falcon. 

I picked the bird up in my binoculars while it was still a quarter mile off; 
it flew straight at the hut about 6 feet off the ground (in fact, it appeared 
to be flying right at me); at the last minute, it veered up around the mist 
net, circled once and then continued west. Bruce identified it as a male of 
the Tundrius subspecies due to the small malar stripe. After this we entered 
a phase known as the "gambler's (or bander's) fallacy" in that we felt that 
more peregrines would appear imminently. After an hour, we had to resign our¬ 
selves to the fact another wasn't likely and that the Sharpies we were seeing 
on the horizon were indeed just Sharpies. 

In the course of the day we caught 12 Sharp-shinned Hawks. Most of them 
were "Hatch Year" birds (i.e., hatched that spring); data collected at Hawk 
Cliff show that the ratio of immature birds caught to adults is almost four 
to one. Reasons for this can be found in Bruce's excellent article,"Sharp- 
shinned Hawks Banded at Hawk Cliff, Ontario; 1971-1981: Analysis of the Data" 
in Ontario Bird Banding ,Vol.15 No.2. (Bruce has also done data analysis 
for Cooper's Hawks: Ontario Bird Banding , Vol. 14, no. 2 and for Red-tailed 
Hawks: Ontario Bird Banding ,Vol. 16, no. 2). 

We banded 2 Red-tailed Hawks; we didn't see these approach, they just 
suddenly appeared on the ground having descended from above and were caught 
with the bow nets. But the best capture was a hatch year Merlin, I have only 
seen a few of these birds - usually at a distance - but have always been 
impressed with their power, agility, and speed as they coursed over James Bay 
mudflats or .the beaches at Cape May, However, in the hand, they are even more 
impressive: robust, extremely muscular, exuding power. One interesting point 
that isn't shown in the guides is that the inside of their mouths is blue. 

These are the birds we banded but we saw quite a few others and had some 

"near misses"; a Northern Harrier made a pass and veered off; a Kestrel sat 
on the pole to which were attached the bait bird lines but didn't come into 
range of the nets; a couple of Sharpies veered off at the last minute; and, 
of course, that Peregrine... Altogether our observed total was; Cooper's 
Hawk 1; Sharp-shinned 64; Peregrine Falcon 1; Merlin 1; Am.Kestrel 9; N. 

Harrier 4; Turkey Vulture 82; Red-tails 4; Osprey 2; Unidentified Hawks 2. 

Not bad for a "poor" day. 

In this article, I was going to get into the scientific and of this 
banding program but most of you know the rationale behind banding and if you 
want specific information you should look up Bruce's excellent articles-they're 
very complete. I also thought about getting into the "human" side of hawk 
banding; i.e., the personal philosophy behind the keen dedication of the likes 
of Bruce Duncan for whom it is his raison d'etre. So I called him the other 
night, talked a bit about hawks, and then asked the question: "Bruce, why 
do you do this?" Pregnant pause, then: "I don't know...why are you asking me 

(continued next page) 
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HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1904 


Hamilton, Ont. 43 degrees 16' N 79 degrees 52' W, centre at York and Dundurn Sts 
all points within a 15 mile diameter circle to include Hamilton, part of 
Burlington,Lake Medad, Waterdown,Millgrove,Greensville, Dundas, Mineral Springs, 
Ancaster, Southcote, Hannon and part of Stoney Creek; elevation 245 to 1000 ft; 
habitat coverage mixed woods 357o, towns 257», open water 20%, farmland 197> and 
marshes 1%., 

Dec. 26; ^>;45 a.m. to 5 p.m, A.M. partly cloudy P.M. partly cloudy; Temp. 

-8 to -2 degrees C(18 degrees to 28 degrees F). Wind SW 16 to 21 knph(10 to 
13 nph) No snow cover. Fresh water open. Wild food crop excellent. Fifty- 
five observers, 45 in 24 parties, 10 at feeders. Total party-hours, 178(130.5 
on foot, 47.5 by car) plus 33 hours at feeders, 1.75 hours owling. Total party 
miles 580.5 (136.5 on foot, 444 by car) plus 17.5 miles owling. 

COUNT ; Red-throated Loon 1(R.R.G.W.), Common Loon 3, loon 3 p. 1,Great Blue 
Heron 13, Mute Swan 9, snow Goose(white) 2, Canada Goose 1,729,Wood Duck 1, 
Green-winged Teal 112 , American Black Duck 589, Mallard 2,214, Northern Pintail 
36 , Northern Shoveler 1C, Gadwall 86, Canvasback 26, Redhead 12, Greater Scaup 
202, Lesser Scaup 121, Harlequin Duck 1 (R.H.,R.R.,S.T.,G.W.), Oldsquaw 225, W 
White-winged Scoter 5, Common Goldeneye 131, Bufflehead 101, Hooded Merganser 
4, Common Merganser 2,015, Red-breasted Merganser 90, Bald Eagle l(with jesses), 
Northern Harrier 2, Sharp-shinned Hawk 3, Northern Goshawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 
121, Rough-legged Hawk 6, American Kestrel 32, Ring-necked pheasant 15,Ruffed 
Grouse 10, American Coot 17, Common Snipe 1, Ring-billed Gull 1,586, Herring 
Gull 2,718, Iceland Gull 2, Glaucous Gull 11, Great Black-backed Gull 110, Rock 
Dove 1,260, Mourning Dove 403, Eastern Screech Owl _16, Great Horned Owl 45, 

Snowy Owl 1, Long-eared Owl 2, Belted Kingfisher 8, Downy Woodpecker 130,Hairy 
Woodpecker 40,Northern Flicker 42, Pileated Woodpecker 3, Blue Jay 432, American 
Crow 2,006, Black-capped Chickadee 1,011, Red-breasted Nuthatch 22, White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch 115, Brown Creeper 97_, Winter Wren 1G, Golden-crowned Kinglet 
213 , Eastern Bluebird 3 (BL, DM,TM), Hermit Thrush 5, American Robin 614 , 
Northern Mockingbird 2, Brown Thrasher 2, Cedar Waxwing 609, Northern Shrike 6, 
European Starling 71,000, Yellow-rumped Warbler 1, Wilson's Warbler 1(DA,DB,DS), 
Northern Cardinal 252, American Tree Sparrow 568, Field Sparrow 1, Song Sparrow 
68 , Swamp Sparrow 12, White-throated Sparrow 84, White-crowned Sparrow 6, Dark¬ 
eyed Junco 1,136, Lapland Longspur 1, Snow Bunting 4, Red-winged Blackbird 31, 
Common Grackle 1, Brown-headed Cowbird 15, Purple Finch 76, House Finch 170, 

Red Crossbill 1, White-winged Crossbill 2, Pine Siskin 9, American Goldfinch 340 
Evening Grosbeak 9, House Sparrow 2,046. 

TOTAL : 91 species, about 95,322 individuals (In count area count week but not 

seen count day; Double-crested Cormorant,American Wigeon,Ring-necked Duck, 
Bonaparte's Gull, Thayers Gull (KM). Horned Lark,Ruby-crowned Kinglet). 

OBSERVERS ; David Agro, Jeff Blezius, David Bradley, David Brewer, Hazel Broker, 
William Campbell, Barry Cherriere, Michael Clark,David Copeland, James Cram, 
William Crins, Robert Curry, Robert and Ted Dinniwell,Charles and Robert Doering 
Robert Elstone, Robert Finlayson,Denys Gardiner, Bradley and Leslie Gray, 

Raymond Hughes, Mark Jennings(compiler-#308 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd.Burlington,Ont. 
L7L 4Z2), Harry Jolly, Bill Lamond, Norma Lang, Maurice Laycock, Alf Liston, 
BErek Ludkin, Douglas and Tricia McCallum, Kevin McLaughlin, John Miles, Laurel 
North, Minnie Odenkirchen, John Olmsted, Shane Purdon, Anne & Tom Reid, Ron 
Ridout, Mark Robson, Robert Sargeant, David Shepherd, Kira Sibakin, William 
Smith, Rick Snyder, Tim Story, Ruth Summers, Don Sutherland, Sam Tabone, Mary 
Thompson, Robert Waldhuber, Philip Walker, Gerry Whitworth, Alan Wormington, 
(Hamilton Naturalists' Club), 

INPUT... 

In reference to the article on Snow Fleas in the January Wood Duck, Marion 
Shivas reported that Snow Fleas were seen by a group of 40 on the February 
1962 outing to Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. 
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A 


Common Goldeneye 
Hooded Merganser 


Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 
Bald Eagle 


Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Northern Goshawk 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 

Gray Partridge 

American Coot 

Common Snipe 

Thayer’s Gull 

Iceland Gull 


Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Glaucous Gull 


Eastern Screech Owl 
Sncwy Owl 

Long-eared Owl 

Shcrt-eared Owl 

Belted Kingfisher 

Red-headed Woodpecker 


Jan.17:!9 imm 1 
Jan .22 imm 1 


Jan,3:5 

Jan, 3 
Jan.14 
Jan.15 
Jan,31 

Jan.l9(imm.) 
Jan,30(adult) 
Jan.19 
Jan. 3 
Jan.13 
Jan.16 
Jan .26:30 
Jan. 3 
Jan.11:19 
Jan. 3 
Jan.22 


3:4 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

9 

5:7 

4 

1:1 

1 

1 


Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
Carrol’s Point 
Saltfleet Marsh 

Ancaster 


Jan.12 365 Woodland Cem. Lamond, McLaughlin 

Jan. 3 5 Desjardins Cana|.DsCurry,OImsted,Wormingfon 

Jan. 3 1:1 Willow PhWmder. " 

Jan.17 5 Desjardins Cnal.Dds.Lamond 

Jan. 1 20 Lake at Grays Rd, Gardiner, Smith 

Jan.11,13 1 Windermere Basin Gardiner 

Jan.15 adult 1 Dundas Marsh Robt. Finlayson 

lamond: m. obs, 

Curry 

Curry,0 Ims ted. Worming ton: 

John Galloway 
Cunry,0 Imsted, Worming ton 
Children’s Gdn.RBG Dave Bradley 
Bronte Jennings, Lamond 

Caledonia Duncan 

Bronte Woods Gardiner,Lamond / McLaughlin 
Lake at Appleby Gardiner 

Holyrood Ave.Oak.Curry, Evans 
Carluke Curry,0 Imsted, Wormingfon 

Dundas Marsh Finlayson 

Jerseyville Curry 

Mud St.at 9th Rd.E.McLaughlin: Gardiner 
Leander Boat Club Curry, Olmsted,Wormingfon 
Windermere Basin Gardiner:Lamond / McLaughlin 
Waldale Cr&Brant St.Curry,0Imsted, Wormingfon 
Spen,Cr.at Bev.Com. Centre. Jennings 
Jan. 3 (adult) 1 Aldershot Dump Curry,0Imsted,Wormingfon 
Jan.il " ! Spencer Smith Pk, Ian Rabenda 

Jan. 3-1 ad & 1 2ndw. Aldershot Dump,Curry,0Imsted,Wormingfon 


Jan. 5 (adult) 1 LaSalle Park 
Jan. 12,13 1 Bronte Harbour 

Jan. 2 (adult) 1 Aldershot Dump 


Jan. 3 
Jan. 4 
Jan.19 
Jan.30 
Jan. 3 
Jan.26 
Jqn.27 
Jan ,30 
Jan.15 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 19:21 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 11 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 3 
Jan.11:15 
Jan .26 
Jan .22:30 
Jan, 6-13 


2 

7 
2 

I 

4:1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

3 

1:3 

8 
1 
1 
1 

2:1 

1 

1:1 

1 


Aldershot Dump 
Dundas Marsh 
Woodland Cem. 
Bronte Harbour 


McLaughlin, W« Smith 
Gardi ner 

Lamond, Wormingfon, Wylie 
C urry,0 Imsted, Wormi ng ton 
lamond 

Lamond, McLaughlin 
Jennings 

Sulph.Sprg.Willow Pt. Curry,0Imsted,Wormingfon 
Foot of Victoria St.Curry 
Windermere Basin McLaughlin 
King St. Dundas Finlayson 
Bronte Jennings, Lamond 

Hopkins Creek Lamond 

Spencer Cr.at Marsh Finlayson 
Saltfleet Marsh Lamond 

A Mangrove Dr. Bur I.Gardi ner 
Windermere Basin Curry,McLaughlin,Olmsted 
Woodland Cem, Curry,Olmsted,Wormingfon 

Dundas Msh:Horvester Rd. Lamond: Jennings 
Cedar Springs Curry 

Beverly C .C. :Bronfe Cr. Jennings 
Tespleytown Rd. m. obs. 
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Wli* te-winged Crossbi 1! 

Jan. 

24 

Hyde Tract @ Hwy 52 

Jeff Btazius 


Jan ,12 

4 

92 Hostein Dr. Anc. 

Curry 

Common Redpoll 

Jan. 10 

2 

Burlington 

Peter Rice 

Pine Siskin 

Jan. 1526 

8:8 

Cedar Springs 

Olmsted :Curry 

Evening Grosbeak 

Jan.26 

6 

Cedar Springs 

01 ms ted 


Other species seen within 25 miles of York and Dundurn Sts., Hamilton In January 1905 are: 

Canada Goose, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Oldsquaw, Bufflohead, Common Merganser, 
Red-tailed Hawlc, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Ring-billed Gull, 
Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Great Horned Owl, 
Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, Black-capped Chickadeo, 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Wdxwing, 
Northern Shrike, European Starling, Northern Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Song Sparrow, 
White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Purple Finch, House Finch, American Goldfinch, 
House Sparrow, 

Correction toVol, 38 No, 5 

Harlequin Duck should read "male" for Nov. 10 & Nov. 29 

Please send your bird records for February by the 10th of March to Mark Jennings, 

#308-5348 lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2 or phone 632-2210 


at the r 9 b,g. 

Tuesday, March 5 - Plants and Medicine - The role of plants, still of considerable 
importance, is explored in this talk. 7:30 p.m. at RBG Centre. Register by March 1 , 
Fee $3,00. Lecture given by RBG Director Allen Paterson. 527-1153. 

Saturday, March 2 - Escarpment Group of Painters in Watercolour. An exhibition of 
recent watercolours from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. until March 23th. Held at RBG Centre. 
Open daily from 9a.m. - 5 p.m. 

March 31 - April 1 - The Wildlife Gallery - Some 16th and early 17th century 
woodcuts are highlights of this exhibition. Other artists are Robert Batsman, 

Gerard Brender a Brandis and lithographs by Anton Seder. RBG Centre Library from 
12 noon - 5 p.m. 
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